Advanced Chem/AP Chemistry

A Letter from Ms. Brown
EXPECTATIONS

Hello New Advanced Chem/AP Chemistry Student,

This summer, you will study Chapters 1 & 2. This is a basic review of sophomore honors chemistry. Your first test will be the first week of class.

Who will succeed in AP chemistry?

Advanced Chem/AP Chem is a fast-paced course, designed to challenge students as if they were in a college program.  The class materials (lectures, labs, FRQ practice questions) are based on National Standards which are the same throughout the country.  As a student in AP Chem, you will need to keep yourself on task, work hard, pick up concepts quickly and manage your learning time effectively.
According to the College Board, a specific amount of material must be covered to be successful on the exam.  This requires you, as a student, to have a major role in your learning.  You will need to make sure you understand each day’s ideas before you leave the classroom.  You must seek teacher assistance whenever you need it.  The topics and materials require you to work on chemistry every day.  Never tell yourself “I do not have chemistry homework.”  Even if there are no assignments due the next day you are expected to review past and current materials.  These behaviors are essential and must become habits for participating in an “AP” class.  Retention of chemistry skills is dependent on constantly reviewing materials.  
Much like a college course, a large part of your learning is based on “teaching yourself” by reviewing written resources, and topic lectures.  You cannot be passive in your learning experience.  If you are willing to give significant time and effort every day, combined with teacher interactions in the classroom, you will be able to meet the challenges of an AP chemistry program.  Success in AP Chemistry requires not only a high level of in telligence, but also perseverance and a consistent effort.

Supplies you will need:

For the class, you will need an inexpensive scientific calculator (TI-30 is my favorite), but a graphing calculator is fine for everything except the multiple choice portions of the exams.  

You will need a notebook for your notes as well as a 3 ring binder for handouts.  You will be surprised at the value those early notes and handouts will have for the AP exam in May.
In December, you should purchase an AP chemistry test preparation book (5 Steps to a 5, Princeton Review, Barrons, etc.)   Using this book independently will help you prepare for this class as well as the AP exam.  
Time and Money Requirements:
You are expected to take the AP chemistry exam in May if you stay and take semester 2.  It will cost approximately $90.00.  (Warn parents.)
You are expected to do every homework assignment even if it is not for a grade and remember to turn in graded ones on the date due.  Book assignments are optional and can be completed for extra credit on the unit exam. 
Parting Comments:
I am here to help you learn enough chemistry so you will be able to pass the AP chemistry exam next May.  Every former AP student will tell you truthfully that the summer work is “very easy” compared to the rest of the year.  However, they will also tell you that college chemistry is much easier thanks to what they learned in this class even if you only complete semester 1.
I have read the expectation letter from Ms. Brown and shared it with my parent/guardian.
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